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VALE GREG BINNS OAM 


Club members were very sad to hear of the passing of Greg Binns in 
March. He was a man we all liked to spend time with. 


APRIL 2012 


Greg seemed to be always there for the club, leading excursions, making 
presentations at meetings, contributing observation reports, helping 
compile our syllabus, working bees and just getting on with what ever was 
needed. 


On excursions and camps Greg 
invariably added to the interest and 
companionship. 


With prodigious knowledge, he was 
equally at home telling us about a 
bush canary in the dry country of 
Ned’s Corner or kneeling on damp 
ground to enjoy an alpine gentian in 
a bog in the high country. 


Greg Binns was a member of our 
club for over 40 years and a 
committee member for all but 5 of 
these, often opening his home for 
these meetings. He held the 
F. positions of President five times, 
Vice-President 18 times, Secretary 

~ = twice and Treasurer twice. He was 
co-editor of the Club's newsletter for several years. In 1978-80 he was 
President of the Western Victoria Field Naturalists' Clubs Association, and 
was a regular delegate from the Ballarat club to this Association. For over 
20 years he was a member of the committee to select the recipient of the 


Australian Natural History medallion. 


A thorough record keeper with a remarkable memory he could be relied 
on with historical facts about the club and its activities. Many times a 
question would arise with a common response being “Ask Greg, he’ll 
probably know”. 


On the conservation front Greg was unsurpassed having have led projects 
to conserve and protect areas so future generations can enjoy our flora and 
fauna. Projects included conservation of the Hairy anchor plant, 
preservation of Clunes swamps, fencing for the Linton flora and fauna 
reserve and representation on numerous delegations and committees or 
clearing thistles at Linton. 


We will miss his presence in his battered old hat, binoculars always at the 
ready, astonishing ability to identify a bird, often from just a call, a vast 
storehouse of knowledge to enrich a walk, lunch, a campfire, drive, 
meeting or formal presentations. Relevant stories, poetry, recollections 
from school readers, proverbs, historical facts; even songs taught us so 
much. 


In 1993 Greg was presented with the Club Medallion in recognition of his 
outstanding service to the club and in 2005 he was awarded an Order of 
Australia medal. He was a man of many talents who shared generously 
and a field naturalist in the truest sense of the words. 


Peter Dalman 


MEMBERS NIGHT - My FAVOURITE NATURAL HISTORY PLACE 


Claire and Peter identified the Flinders Ranges as a favourite place. The 
area had been visited by them in 1970, 1986 and 2008 and they plan to 
visit again this year. Slides of earlier visits and digital images of the most 
recent time were used to show the beauty of the area and the timelessness 
of the scenery as any of the pictures could have been transposed to a 
different visit. Pictures included travelling along dry, bare, hardly 
recognisable roads of properties to Arkaroola, the picturesque Glass and 
Parachilna gorge from a stay at Angorichina and the classical scenery 
around Wilpena. Although relatively easily reached, the Flinders has an 
outback feel with its dry rugged scenery drawing you back. 


Peter and Claire Dalman 


Desert spots are my favourites. Last August I was surrounded by my idea 
of desert, a cattle station 150 km south of Alice Springs. Each evening I 
would choose one of three spots. The first was the summit of a hill just 
behind the homestead from which I could see for miles in every direction. 
The landscape was composed of some grassy patches containing many red 
rocky outcrops and small bushes sparsely scattered throughout. 


The second was a track into this landscape where I was closer to the red 
rocks and the often prickly vegetation. Occasionally I saw kangaroos 
heading to the dam for a drink. 


The third was this dam which only gets filled when there is torrential rain. 
Downpours enough to flood the surrounding countryside causing water to 
flow over the dam’s bank into its hollow. Another spot that was awe- 
inspiring for me was seeing, in the evenings, the hills on the Ebenezer 
Station. These looked like miniatures of Uluru which is not surprising as 
they were less not far from the real Rock. 


Fran Hanrahan 


In January I visited Portland, another beautiful area of our country. The 
camp was near the beach and due to recent rough weather, many varieties 
of colourful sea weed were to be found on the sand. In addition, one 
beach had hundreds of blue Portuguse men of war decorating the sand 
with their long blue 

tentacles and on another, 

there were numerous By 

aiek the Wind Sailors with their 

delicate markings and 
sails, belonging to the 
same family. One day our 
group were privileged to 
be taken into the Gannet 


wr" 


were seen close by and 

thousands more were on 
the St Lawrence rocks in the distance. The region is also noted for its 
sandstone cliff views, the Cape Nelson Lighthouse, wide spreading 
beaches and the Petrified forest at Cape Bridgewater 


Val Hocking 


I unearthed some slides from my visit to the Antarctic Peninsula in 2000, 
choosing those to which special memories were attached. Evening light on 
the snow-covered mountains on the Peninsula turned them gold. We slept 
out on the snow one night, under twilight skies of pearly pink, apricot and 
pale blue, awakening to a calm sunny morning with pristine snow and one 
curious Adelie penguin. At another landing, two Adelie chicks, with tufts 
of the remaining juvenile down on their heads, perched on rocks. A pair of 
Chinstrap penguins stood illuminated against a vivid blue sky; fur seals 
lorded it over a headland — we were told to stay 15m away from them as 
they can move faster than you can run! A Weddell seal lay on the snow, 
swinging its head round as it scooped up snow in an effort to stay cool — 
they cannot sweat, so sunny days can be a problem. Leopard seals are 
curious and one slid off the ice and followed our Zodiac, lunging at the 
paddle we tentatively put in the water to see what might happen. 


Carol Hail. 


John Gregurke’s favourite place was Anglesea and the Surf Coast. These 
included images of the brown coal mine, Coogoorah Park, opening of the 
Anglesea River mouth, Eagle Rock and bores to supply water for Barwon 
Water. Nankeen Kestrel perched on coastal cliff and an immature Pacific 
Gull were seen eating a fish. Local plants were shown and concluded with 
the mural on the wall of Angair club rooms. 


John Gregurke 


EXCURSION TO THE BELLARINE PENINSULA 
SUNDAY MarRcH 4™ 2012 


After several days of blustery winds and heavy rainfall, the forecast for 
Sunday was for “rain clearing to showers” in the Geelong region — so we 
weren’t quite sure what to expect. But as we travelled south the overcast 
and drizzly conditions cleared to sunshine with fluffy cumulus clouds and 
a pleasant south-westerly breeze which reduced the very humid conditions 
of the previous days; the temperature rose and was 21° by the time the 
nine of us reached McLeod’s Waterholes at Drysdale. 


On the water were Black Duck, Wood Duck, Chestnut Teal and Coots in 
small numbers, while Little Pied and Little Black Cormorants roosted on 
trees overhanging the water; a Darter hung its wings out to dry on a rock. 
A Pelican arrived as we scanned the area and Purple Swamphens fled 
from the water’s edge at our approach. A couple of feral ducks with all 
the markings of hybridised Mallards came over to see if there might be 
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food on offer. No bush birds were heard or seen in the eucalypts on the 
southern shore, yet last month a dozen Musk Lorikeets had perched, 
preening, on bare branches next to a flowering gum. 


Moving on to Lake Lome at Drysdale, Little Pied Cormorants and Silver 
Gulls perched on nest boxes out in the water (are these ever used for 
nesting?) Australasian and Hoary-headed Grebes were busy foraging out 
in the open water, a Black Swan appeared, and so did a pair of Blue-billed 
Ducks. Coots, Purple Swamphens and a few Black Ducks completed the 
picture. We moved on for lunch at the picnic area at the end of Beach 
Road south of St Leonards. 


When I prepared this excursion in February I had the good fortune to 
encounter the President of the Friends of Edwards Point, who kindly 
forwarded their newsletter and two publications about the plants of the 
area. We met her briefly as we had lunch prior to exploring the Point and 
presented her with copies of our publications “Discovering Ballarat’s 
Bushland” and “Wattles of Ballarat”. 


The strong winds of the previous days had bent and broken several trees 
in the Coastal Moonah Woodland through which we walked at the 
landward end of the Point — it typically grows on calcareous dunes - and 
we stepped around a couple of fallen limbs. Perhaps it was the time of day 
but no bush birds greeted us; I had encountered Silvereyes, Grey Fantail, 
Red-browed Finches and Superb Fairy Wrens last month, and have in the 
past seen Horsfield’s Bronze Cuckoos. 


Although the name of the community suggests that Moonah is the 
dominant canopy component, this is ™ 
misleading as Coast Wirlda Acacia 
retinoides var. uncifolia and Coast Tea-tree 
Leptospermum laevigatum tend to be 
dominant here along the Point as the 
Moonah Melaleuca lanceolata was cut out 
by early settlers. However isolated 
individuals remain, including a really 
contorted specimen right by the footpath - 
typically twisted by the wind. Coast Beard 
Heath Leucopogon parviflorus is common, 
too. We found a green and black weevil — 
Diamond Weevil Chrysolopus spectabilis 
on a sedge, and tiny skinks fled at our 
approach. The inner lagoons were devoid 
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of any obvious avian activity other than White-faced Herons. However 
we examined the extensive areas of Beaded Glasswort Sarcocornia 
quinqueflora traversed by the 
boardwalk, finding its 
insignificant flowers on_ the 
reddish spikes. 


Part way down the Point, the 
footpath crosses through to the 
beach (a further 3km south would 
bring you to the end of the Point) 
and thanks to the blue sky the 
calm sea was a vivid aquamarine. 
We timed our visit to coincide with low tide so there was a reasonable 
width of beach to provide plenty of interest. Gastropods galore were 
scattered along the tideline — a live Pheasant Shell Phasianella australis 
tucked its operculum in tightly as we handled it, admiring the glossy 
smooth shell with its delicate patterns. We'd been alerted to the presence 
of sea cucumbers or sea squirts; px, 

there were plenty of small brown & 
“lumps” a few cms in diameter *%@ 
grouped together in twos and threes 
with both mouth and anus on the & 
top surface; when exposed by the 
receding tide the body retains a 
quantity of seawater that is squirted & 
out through one of these orifices if 
the body is squeezed or trodden on. Later on we found a large ochre- 
coloured “sausage” which wriggled and must have been the sea cucumber, 
but our lack of experience made it difficult to work out which were the 
anterior or posterior ends. The remains of an octopus were found, and a 
geen live crab missing one of its claws, making 

™) feeding difficult. 


~ Bleached shells of the heart-shaped sea 
Surchin “Echinocardium cordatum were 
found, as were plenty of shells of the 
»4 Pecten family which includes the scallops. 
Blue mussel shells were scattered about, 
‘and there was a variety of seaweeds 
including Sea Lettuce Ulva lactua and 


Leather Kelp Ecklonia radiate — brown strappy blades which are 
corrugated. Sea Grass grows along the edge of this beach. We were 
curious about semi-circular or collar-shaped transparent colourless jelly- 
like masses on the beach — these may be the egg cases of molluscs. 


Flights of Pelicans overhead delighted us; occasional Pacific Gulls and 
Silver Gulls passed us. Last month I had seen several Red-capped 
Dotterels but today the beach was 
busy with people so none appeared. 


We moved on to what the map calls 
Lake Victoria in Pt. Lonsdale but the 
notice there declares it to be Lake 
Lonsdale, a series of lagoons adjacent 
to the Golf Club. Birdlife here varies 
with water levels: on one half dried- 
out lagoon a Greenshank was making 
a living, with deeper water supporting 
Black Ducks and two Gt. Egrets. 
Another lagoon with considerable 
areas of mud revealed White-fronted Chats, Red-necked Stints and Red- 
capped Dotterels all making a meal from clouds of flies moving only a 
centimetre or two above the damp surface. Along a ridge between lagoons 
were large numbers of Chestnut Teal, Little Black and Little Pied 
Cormorants, a Royal Spoonbill, Gt. Egret and a small group of Black- 
winged Stilts. Notices along the path alert one to the possible presence of 
Hooded Plovers but none were to be seen today. 


Some of us finished the day with fish & chips in Queenscliff and we 
returned home during the evening, each one of us having been introduced 
to either new localities or new species for the first time. 


References: 


A Field Guide to Coastal Moonah Woodland in Victoria Arthur Rylah 
Institute 


Coastal Plants of the Bellarine Peninsula Swan Bay Integrated 
Catchment Management Committee 


Life on the Rocky Shores of SE Australia Wescott, Synnot & Powell. 
Australian Seashores WJ Dakin. 


Carol Hall 
Photography - Val Hocking 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
2 MARCH 2012 


Thank you for the opportunity to present my second president’s report to 
the meeting. It has been great to have had a full year back at this venue 
but even better to have welcomed some new members. 


Over the last year we presented our usual high standard speakers on a 
range of topics. Our meetings topics and excursions are only possible 
because of the input from a range of members who make a valuable 
contribution by suggesting topics and/or organising speakers and 
excursion leaders and writing the reports. We value your ideas and 
suggestions for the syllabus as it makes the committee’s work much 
easier. 


The March meeting topic Water the Ultimate Resource, again showcased 
the breadth of member’s slides and digital collections and how they 
interpreted the topic. This theme was continued on the excursion where 
we were able to observe some of our water resources from the top of Mt 
Warrenheip and Mt Buninyong. We then drove onto the Lal Lal Reservoir 
to see it only a few meters from over flowing. 


In April we learnt about Moths with author and amateur entomologist 
Peter Marriott and added two more volumes of his guide Moths of 
Victoria to our library for you to borrow. The water theme continued with 
John Gregurke leading the excursion to some western wetlands, Winter 
Swamp close to Ballarat, then onto Lake Burrumbeet and further west to 
Lake Goldsmith. 


A complete change of scene in May when Denis & Elizabeth Thurgood 
gave us an entertaining presentation entitled Desert Tracks. This talk gave 
us an indication of some of the trips that the pair have taken over the 
years and possibly inspired some of us to travel further on our holidays. 
The excursion followed the previous month’s theme of wetlands as we 
took advantage of actually being able to visit lakes and swamps around 
Clunes and Talbot. 


In June we again drew on the talents of our members as Carol Hall gave a 
talk called A Touch of Ice—Spitsbergen and Greenland. There were 
breathtaking photographs as a well a researched visual guided tour. The 
2500Ha property Mooramong provided a range of interesting things to 
see. Led by David Coutts, members visited the bird hide, the walled 
garden and the sites where the Hairy Anchor plant were planted by the 
club in 1989/90. 


Our imagination was engaged in July when Stephen Carey Lecturer/ 
Geology Co-ordinator, University of Ballarat presented an alternative 
view of the Pleistocene, Megafaunal Trackways of SE Australia. It was 
fascinating to learn about the conditions leading to the formation of fossils 
and work undertaken to estimate the age of these records. 


Cameron Steele from the group People for a Living Moorabool spoke to 
us in August about bringing the Moorabool back from the brink. It was an 
interesting insight into the politics of water and the challenges faced to 
keep adequate environmental flows. 


Over many years our group has undertaken maintenance of the Trust for 
Nature Block and this last year was no exception. There were a few more 
challenges such as rabbit burrow fumigation and removal of a mob of 
sheep followed by fence repairs, but an enjoyable day was had anyway. 


We are in the fortunate position of having access to speakers from the 
Ballarat university and in September Inka Vertheim a post-graduate 
Student told us about her work on the movement of Bro/gas in south west 
Victoria. John Gregurke led us to the Pyrete Ranges to areas that some of 
us had not previously seen. Em Perkins from Castlemaine Field 
Naturalists presented on Broken Hill in a wet season in October and then 
led an excursion to Newstead. Some members attended the SEANA 
Spring Camp hosted by FNCV at Wonthaggi. 


November is when we hold the Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture. We 
are reminded of the death of Ron Hateley who was to speak about his 
book The Victorian Bush: its Original & Natural Condition. We were 
fortunate to have Kevin Tolhurst relace him as our guest speaker to bring 
us up to date on current fire science. We visited Mt Beckworth and 
enjoyed the geology and flowers. 


The Club Camp at Takuru Bush Resort, Halls Gap was a big success and 
was a change after some years of going to the beach. December saw one 
of the more interactive meetings when Tanya Loos, Nature columnist for 
the Hepburn Advocate brought in her collection of Scats, Bones and 
Feathers. 1 think it opened our eyes to what is out in the bush on our 
excursions that we fail to notice. We also learnt that those boxes we end 
up with when we buy a watch or piece of jewellery can have another life 
to store an owl pellet! We finished the year visiting a few sites in Enfield 
Forest. 


(Continued on page 11). 


FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INCORPORATED 
No. A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
Minutes of the Meeting held at the Primary Industries Training Centre 
March Club Minutes Friday 2nd March 2012 


1. Opening and Apologies. The President welcomed 31 members & 
visitors. Apologies: as for the AGM. That the apologies be accepted: 
as for the AGM. 

2. Minutes of previous meeting summarised & tabled in The Ballarat 
Naturalist. That the minutes be accepted: Moved: Ken Hammond. 
Seconded: Peter Billing. Carried 

3. Correspondence. 

IN: 
- Castlemaine Naturalist Feb 2012 

Geelong Naturalist Feb 2012 

Whirrakee Jan/Feb 2012 

Environment Victoria — plea for donations to fight brown coal mine in 

Latrobe Valley. 

PO Box Renewal $93 if prior to March 31. 

FNCV — request for nominations for the Aust Natural Hist Medallion 

and General Committee. 

FNCV — call for donations and grant applications 

SEANA — Minutes, Nominations & Agenda for AGM at Camperdown. 

Friends of Edwards Point — newsletter and booklets. 

Corangamite CMA: Landcare Community Grants guide. 

FNCV: Receipt for membership. 

Bendigo Bank: Statement. 

Anne McErlain: Membership/postage. 

Field Nats News March 2012 

Sandhurst Cash Common Fund Statement 

RHSV Gazette and various flyers 

- Flyer from Alison Pouliot re fungi workshop at Beaufort. 

OUT: 

FNCV Affiliation 

That the correspondence be accepted: Moved: Bill Murphy. 
Seconded: Paul Norquay. Carried. 

4, Business Arising from Correspondence: Greg Binns advised that 
he would step down from being the club’s representative on the 
ANHM General Committee. 

5. Reports 
Treasurer's Report: Opening Balance $5138.30; Income: $54.76 
Expenses: $116.90, Closing Balance: $5076.16. 

Moved: Les Hanrahan Seconded Elspeth Swan Carried. 

6. General Business 

Syllabus being finalised; copies available in April. 
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7. Show & Tell/Field Reports 
e At Miners’ Rest, Claire Dalman has noticed more NH Honeyeaters 

and Superb Fairy Wrens in the garden of their new home. 

e Val Hocking in Ballarat East: there’s a larger number of Rainbow 
Lorikeets this year in the cream flowering gums as well as Musk 
Lorikeets. 

e At Mt Egerton Paul Norquay removed spiders’ webs from the front 
legs of a Huntsman spider. 

e At Green Hill Lake in Ararat, Elspeth Swan saw Musk Ducks & 
Grebes; at Lake Wongan there were around 20 Brolgas. 

e Inthe second half of February Greg Binns & Mike Cuttle saw Gt 
Crested Grebes in numbers on Lake Wendouree, and nesting close 
to the lake margin — 7 nests in Fairyland. 

e Wayne McGuire found Black-winged Stilts on Lake Burrumbeet,and 
at Mt Buninyong there were Little Eagles and Wedgetailed Eagles, 
a Peregrine Falcon and pair of Kestrels. 

e Ken Hammond had Striated Pardalotes and Silvereyes at home in 
Eustace St, Wendouree. 

e 11/2/12 Mike Cuttle a pair of Wedgetailed Eagles at Winter Swamp. 

8. Excursion arrangements 
Bellarine Peninsula Excursion: Visit McLeod’s Waterholes, Lake Lorne, 
Edwards Point(lunch) and Lake Victoria/Lonsdale. Bring UHF radios; 
insect repellent; hat, sunscreen, water bottle. 

9. Syllabus Item — Members’ Images — My Favourite Natural History 
Place. Selections were provided by Val Hocking (Portland), Ken 
Hammond (MacDonnell Ranges), John Gregurke (Anglesea), Fran 
Hanrahan (Northern Territory), Claire Dalman (Flinders Ranges), Carol 
Hall( Antarctica) and Peter Dalman (Flinders Ranges). 

10. Supper. 


Presidents Report - continued from Page 9 


We have begun the year well with Murray Ralph, a member of Wombat 
Forest Care, talking on the conservation values of the Wombat State 
Forest which highlighted that we really should spend more time there, but 
had to reschedule our visit to May due to the total fire ban. 


As I have chosen not to stand for president this year I would like to thank 
the committee for all their work behind the scenes and the sharing of their 
homes for meetings. I encourage more members to come along to a 
committee meeting occasionally so you may feel like joining the executive 
in the future. 


Elspeth Swan 
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CALENDAR 2012 


APRIL 

Fri 13 “The Mallard X Pacific Black Duck Hybridisation Threat” 
Patrick Guay Research Fellow, Victoria University. 

Sun 15 Western Wetlands - John Gregurke, Peter and Claire Dalman, - 


Club members 
Tues 24 Committee Meeting at 2 John St, Wendouree 


MAY 
Fri 4 Waterfalls of Victoria - Tan Wacey, Author 
Sun 6 Wombat Forest Excursion - meet at Spargo Creek Hotel at10. 15am. 


Leaders - Murray Ralph and Gayle Osbourne. 


Subs are now due! 


If you would prefer to pay your sub by direct banking or to 
pay your membership on the internet, our bank details are: S2 


Field Naturalists Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Please remember to add your name. 


Committee 
President ......ccccccceeeeee Mr Peter Dalman 
Vice-President Dr Frances Hanrahan 
Secretary... Mrs Carol Hall 
"PHS aBUed ewsyuidwnarisuuiesds Mr Les Hanrahan 


Mrs Claire Dalman ......... eee Mr John Gregurke 
Mrs Val Hocking 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 


Email: Secretary: Carol Hall, 
Editors: Nina Netherway, 
Fran Hanrahan 


Website: http://fieldnatballarat. wordpress.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts, 
on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 


Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies 
and Gregory Sts. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
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